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methods, in terrorism and political assassination, in dacoitics and the
use of the pistol and the bomb. But both believed in a free., indepen-
dent India restored to her ancient glory and prosperity.
A number of factors combined to give rise to the new orientation
in politics. The inspired leadership of Mazzini and Garibaldi in Italy
attracted a good deal of attention in India. The life and works of
Mazzini were made available in many Indian languages. The feeling
of inferiority and helplessness of the East against: the West: began to
decrease when the Abyssinians won a victory over the Italians in
1896. The victory of Japan over Russia in 1905 was hailed in India
as "the dawn of a new era for the whole of Asia", The new hopes
were strengthened by accounts of the new movements for national
uplift and freedom in Egypt, Persia, Turkey and Russia.
More effective than the influence of external events was the ruth-
less policy of Curzon and later of Minto. The amended Indian
Official Secrets Act of 1904 made punishable newspaper criticism
"likely to bring the Government or constituted authority into
suspicion or contempt". The same year Gurzoii carried through the
Indian Universities Act, which produced bitterness among leaders
of Indian opinion. It was meant to impose bureaucratic fetters on
colleges and schools. Unpopular as were these measures and Curzon's
utterances, the partition of Bengal was the cause of the greatest dis-
content in India. It aroused the unanimous opposition of all creeds and
classes of Indian people. It was interpreted as a subtle attack upon
the growing solidarity of nationalist forces in Bengal. The partition was
also designed to drive a wedge between the Hindus and the Muslims.
Curzon proceeded to East Bengal and there at large meetings of
Muslims explained to them that his object in partitioning Bengal was
not only to relieve the Bengal administration but to create a Muslim
province, where Islam could be predominant and its followers in the
ascendency. Many prominent Muslims opposed it. Speaking at the
Congress of 1906, Nawabzada Atikullah Khan openly declared: "I
may tell you at once that it is not correct that the Muslims of East
Bengal are in favour of the partition of Bengal, The real fact is that it
is only a few leading Muslims who for their own purpose supported
the measure.95
The country was in a mood to stand unitedly behind Bengal. In
1896 plague made its first appearance, and famine also broke out.
The following year India was affected by famine, plague, earth-